
 Minute Regarding Global Climate Change 
 
SAYMA Friends recognize that unprecedented rate of change in our global climate is causing 
rising global temperature, diminishing polar ice, changing local weather patterns, and increasing 
frequency of severe storms. We also recognize that human activity, largely the combustion of 
fossil fuels, is a major cause of these changes. 

Further, this global climate change is destabilizing many of our planet's ecosystems, reducing 
their production of foods, medicines, and other products for humans, and accelerating species 
extinction. 

Human refugees from droughts, floods, and rising sea levels, and the human suffering caused by 
crop failures and the spread of infectious diseases from warmer climates are  stressing societies 
and governments, setting the stage for violence, oppression, and conflict. Our peace testimony 
leads us to find ways to remove these potential causes of war. 

Friends' concerns for simplicity, right sharing of resources, and equality, and our recognition that 
the effects of global warming desecrate God's creation, lead us to issue an urgent call for Friends 
to make substantive changes in their lifestyles including: 

 reducing use of fossil fuels--for transportation; home heating, air-conditioning, and lighting; 
and recreation--through conservation, efficiency, and use of alternative energy sources 
(human, solar, and wind power). 

 reducing industrial combustion of fossil fuels through informed choices of products and 
services. 

 working for public policy that: 

 supports international agreements to reduce heat-trapping gases 

 discourages use of carbon-based fuels and encourages use of renewable sources of energy 

 develops, supports, and promotes both local and long distance public transportation 
systems. 

We urge Friends Meetings and individuals to act on these urgent concerns. We call on Monthly 
Meetings & Worship Groups to report on such actions at the next Yearly Meeting. We ask 
Friends to consider how to develop social supports that enable us to move into spiritually 
informed daily efforts to change our lives and act on our concerns. 
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